A case of classic Kaposi's sarcoma in a Japanese man: detection of human herpes virus 8 (HHV-8) infection by means of polymerase chain reaction and immunofluorescence assay.
The recently discovered human herpes virus 8 (HHV-8) has been implicated in the pathogenesis of Kaposi's sarcoma (KS). Because classic KS in Japan is rare and the detection of HHV-8 DNA by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) has been successful only in limited cases, the frequency and role of HHV-8 infection in KS in Japan remain unclear. Herein we report a case of classic KS in a Japanese man whose HHV-8 infection was confirmed by the detection of lesional viral DNA and serum antibodies against lytic antigen.